AP English Language and Composition
Ms. Giffin
esgiffin@henrico.k12.va.us

Course Overview:

This course is designed to strengthen your skills in analytical reading through expository, analytical, and argumentative writing. During the year, you will examine a variety of nonfiction as well as American fiction. In both cases, you will use both informal and formal writing to analyze style and rhetoric. 

First Nine Weeks: Focus on Argument and Persuasion 

In the course of the first nine weeks, we will explore various forms of argument and persuasion and how these forms can be seen in early American literature as well as modern essays. I will guide you in understanding the use of ethos, logos, and pathos (ethical, logical, and emotional) techniques in argumentative and persuasive essays and autobiographies.  

First Nine Weeks Reading/Writing Assignments:

· Review of summer reading
· Using political commercials and speeches to look at effective/ineffective arguments
· “The Declaration of Independence” by Thomas Jefferson (Fifty Great Essays)

· “I Have a Dream” by Martin Luther King, Jr. (The Prentice Hall Reader)

· “Letter from a Birmingham Jail” by Martin Luther King, Jr. 
· “Ain’t I a Woman?” by Sojourner Truth
· Unbroken: A World War II Story of Survival, Resilience, and Redemption by Laura Hillenbrand

· Timed/Untimed Writings: Focus on Argument
Second Nine Weeks: Focus on Definition and synthesis 

During the second quarter, we will delve deeper into an author’s rhetorical strategies as they relate to definition. As we read various definitions on subjects such as nature, gender, and realism, you will gain a better understanding of extended definitions and what defines American character during the 19th and 20th centuries and in modern society.

Second Nine Weeks: Reading/Writing Assignments
· “Nature” by Ralph Waldo Emerson (Fifty Great Essays)
· “Why I Went to the Woods” by Henry David Thoreau (Fifty Great Essays) 

· “Living Like Weasels” by Annie Dillard (Fifty Great Essays)

· “Femininity” and “I Want a Wife”
· The Glass Castle by Jeannette Walls
· Timed/Untimed Writings: Focus on Rhetorical Analysis
Third Nine Weeks: Focus on Reflection/Narration

In 20th century America, so many unheard stories surfaced. Many citizens of this country had never had a voice until this time. At the same time, America became indulgent and later, desperate for the recent past. During this quarter, students will begin to hear the stories told in 20th century America; these stories continue to be told in modern literature.

Third Nine Weeks: Reading/Writing Assignments
·  “Salvation” by Langston Hughes (Fifty Great Essays)
· “Criteria of Negro Art” by W.E.B. DuBois (Harlem Renaissance Reader)

· “The New Negro” by Alain Locke (Harlem Renaissance Reader)
· “The Typewriter” by Dorothy West (Harlem Renaissance Reader)
· The Great Gatsby by F. Scott Fitzgerald

· Timed/Untimed Writings: Focus on Argument, Rhetorical Analysis, and Synthesis
Fourth Nine Weeks: Focus on Research
During this quarter, we will close the year by examining the theme of responsibility as it relates to American culture and society in general from the mid-20th century to the present. In addition, you will complete the culminating research assignment. In the weeks leading up to the AP exam, we will spend class time reviewing elements taught throughout the year, and you will complete final evaluations of their essay writing.

Fourth Nine Weeks: Reading/Writing Assignments:

Research Assignment: You will be asked to write an argument paper where you respond to a famous quote, challenging, defending, or qualifying the assertion and supporting your position with outside sources.  

· To Kill a Mockingbird by Harper Lee or Great American Authors—a study of short stories and poetry
AP Test Preparation: Multiple choice and timed writing practice will occur throughout the school year. We will practice both extensively to prepare you for the test in May. 
Grading Policy:

Tests, Essays, Projects: 40%
Quizzes: 30%

Participation: 20% 

Homework/Classwork: 10%

ALL WORK SHOULD BE SAVED TO YOUR BACK-UP FOLDER OR A FLASH DRIVE. If your computer malfunctions, the assignment should then be handwritten to turn in for credit.
NO LATE WORK WILL BE ACCEPTED!


NO CELL PHONES UNLESS I GIVE PERMISSION FOR THEM TO BE USED. 
Cell Phone Policy:

· No cell phones should be out during instruction unless I tell you to use them.
· 1st Offense: Cell phone will be taken, and I will call home.

· 2nd Offense: Cell phone will be turned in to administration and referral written.

· REWARD! If you don’t have ANY cell phone infractions, you get to drop your lowest quiz grade at 

the end of the nine weeks. 

