AP Psychology

Course Requirements

Mr. Bryan Melhorn, Instructor

brmelhorn@henrico.k12.va.us
Students will learn about the field of psychology through in-depth study, discussion, and hands-on activities.  To become more adept at thinking critically, writing well. Ultimately, at the end of the course, students should be thinking like a psychologist and applying concepts learned in the course to their everyday life. After all, this course is about YOU and everything you are!
“What lies behind us and what lies ahead of us are tiny matters compared to what lives within us.” – Henry David Thoreau
“Great minds discuss ideas; average minds discuss events; small minds discuss people.” – Eleanor Roosevelt
(Almost) 6 Word Memoir: Be famous, not infamous
Primary Text: David Myers (2007) Psychology Eighth Edition.  New York: Worth.



Course Objectives


1.
Students will prepare for adequate achievement on the AP Psychology Exam.


2. 
Students will engage and learn the main concepts and theories of 






psychology. By doing this, students will be able to utilize psychology vocabulary in their 



everyday life.

3. 
Students will develop 21st century skills to be used in all disciplines (Including: critical thinking, 
substantive writing and speaking, increased use of technology; and cultural literacy)
Course Skills (Psychology Specific)

1. Define, explain, and apply concepts, behavior, theories, and perspectives (Concept Understanding) – Exam Weighting 75 – 80%
a. Define and/or apply concepts

b. Explain behavior in authentic context

c. Apply theories and perspectives in authentic contexts

2. Analyze and interpret quantitative data (Data analysis) – Exam Weighting 8 – 12%
a. Analyze the results of a research study

b. Connect the results of a research study to a psychological principle, process, concept, theory, or perspective.

c. Use statistics to analyze data.

3. Analyze psychological research studies (Scientific Investigation) – Exam Weighting 12-16%
a. Identify the research method or design used

b. Describe ethical and/or research design flaws

c. Describe the appropriate use of a research method or design

d. Explain how ethical and/or research design flaws can be corrected

e. Explain why a research method or design is appropriate

f. Describe implications or limitations in research

g. Explain why conclusions are or are not appropriate based on the method and/or design.
Grading

	Grading Scale

	A
	90 - 100

	B
	80 - 89

	C
	70 - 79

	D
	65 - 69

	F
	64 and Below


	Categories

	Classwork/Homework
	10%

	Quizzes
	20%

	Projects
	30%

	Tests
	40%


Expectations
What you can expect from me:

Prepared

I will show I am prepared by:

· Arranging all supplies and materials needed for you to learn in each class.

· Identifying learning objective so you have a clear understanding of what we are learning and why we are learning it.

· Ensuring all grades are updated and returned to you promptly - within the next two classes.

· Answering questions you have & when I don’t know the answer (which will happen) finding out for you!

· Researching the most up to date information on what I am teaching.

· Providing you with work when you are absent.
Engaged

I will engage my students in learning opportunities by:

· Providing real life examples of what you are learning.

· Displaying enthusiasm with the content (full disclosure: you may get sick of my excitement and corny jokes about class topics).

· Allowing time for questions and clarification to support you in understanding material.

· Providing opportunities outside of class time for tutoring, assistance with make-up work and anything else you may need.

· Providing time for you to give me feedback about this class and what you think about what we are learning.

Thoughtful
I will show I am thoughtful by:

· Creating a classroom that is safe and supportive and where all students feel welcome.

· Listening to your thoughts, concerns and questions and responding without judgment.

· Caring about your success as a person first, a student second.

· Only using technology that is relevant to coursework.

· Communicating with you if you are struggling with this class and looping in your parents when I feel you have more to give.

What I expect from you:

Prepared

You can come prepared to our classroom by…

· Bringing the supplies you need to be successful. These include:

· Laptop 

· Charger

· Notebook, if you would like to take notes on paper

· Writing Utensil (pen or pencil)

· Completing homework assignments and required reading on time.

· Arriving on time to class.

· Using passes appropriately. This means if you go to the bathroom you’re back in less than ten minutes.

Engaged:

You can be engaged in our classroom by…

· Demonstrating active listening by giving your classmates and teacher your attention while they are speaking.

· Participating, in the degree you feel comfortable, in classroom discussions.

· Take ownership of your own learning by asking for clarification or help when you need it.

· Giving your full attention by removing headphones during class. 

Thoughtful

You can display thoughtfulness in our classroom by…

· Completing your own work. Using your own knowledge on tests and quizzes and your own writing on papers, homework assignments, and other written work.

· Demonstrating mindful use of technology. This means you’re using only the technology you need (aka your computer and charger) to engage in learning. Save the Instagram stories for lunch. 

· Contributing to a learning environment that is safe and supportive for all students.

· Speaking openly and honestly.

· Listening and responding without judgments to the words and opinions of others in our class.

Late Work Policy

Things happen. What I ask is that you communicate with me. If you have an excused absence, I will do my part to get you your work and support you in understanding the material you missed. If you have an unexcused absence, it is my expectation that you take ownership of your learning by communicating with me in person or via email to share with me what you need in order to get caught up. Only assignments submitted on time will be given full credit. If I am missing an assignment a Missing symbol and a zero will be put in the gradebook. Makeup is still possible, but you will be aware of your grade if the assignment is never turned in.
Course Outline:
Nine Units Covered
· Unit 1: Scientific Foundations of Psychology – Exam Weighting 10-14%
· Introduction to Psychology

· Research Methods in Psychology

· The Experimental Method

· Selecting a Research Method

· Statistical Analysis in Psychology

· Ethical Guidelines in Psychology
· Unit 2: Biological Bases of Behavior – Exam Weighting 8-10%
· Interaction of Heredity and Environment

· The Endocrine System

· Overview of the Nervous System and Neuron

· Neural Firing

· Influence of Drugs on Neural Firing

· The Brain

· Tools for Examining Brain Structure and Function

· The Adaptable Brain

· Sleep and Dreaming
· Unit 3: Sensation and Perception – Exam Weighting 6-8%
· Principles of Sensation

· Principles of Perception

· Visual Anatomy

· Visual Perception

· Auditory Sensation and Perception

· Chemical Senses

· Body Senses
· Unit 4: Learning – Exam Weighting 7-9%
· Introduction Learning

· Classical Conditioning

· Operant Conditioning

· Social and Cognitive Factors in Learning
· Unit 5: Cognitive Psychology – Exam Weighting 13-17%
· Introduction to Memory

· Encoding

· Storage

· Retrieving

· Forgetting and Memory Distortion

· Biological Bases of Memory

· Introduction to Thinking and Problem Solving

· Biases and Errors in Thinking

· Introduction to Intelligence

· Psychometric Principles and Intelligence Testing

· Components of Language and Language Acquisition
· Unit 6: Developmental Psychology – Exam Weighting 7-9%
· The Lifespan and Physical Development in Childhood
· Social Development in Childhood

· Cognitive Development in Childhood

· Adolescence Development

· Adulthood and Aging

· Moral Development

· Gender and Sexual Orientation
· Unit 7: Motivation, Emotion, and Personality – Exam Weighting 11-15%
· Theories of Motivation
· Specific Topics in Motivation

· Theories of Emotion

· Stress and Coping

· Introduction to Personality

· Psychoanalytic Theories of Personality

· Behaviorism and Social Cognitive Theories of Personality

· Humanistic Theories of Personality

· Trait Theories of Personality

· Measuring Personality
· Unit 8: Clinical Psychology – Exam Weighting 12-16%
· Introduction to Psychological Disorders
· Psychological Perspectives and Etiology of Disorder

· Neurodevelopmental and Schizophrenic Disorders

· Bipolar, Depressive, Anxiety, and Obsessive-Compulsive and Related Disorders

· Trauma-and-Stressor Related, Dissociative, and Somatic Symptom and Related Disorders

· Feeding and Eating, Substance and Addictive, and Personality Disorders

· Introduction to Treatment of Psychological Disorders

· Psychological Perspectives and Treatment of Disorders

· Treatment of Disorders from the Biological Perspective

· Evaluating Strengths, Weaknesses, and Empirical Support for Treatments of Disorders
· Unit 9: Social Psychology – Exam Weighting 8-10%
· Attribution Theory and Person Perception

· Attitude Formation and Attitude Change

· Conformity, Compliance, and Obedience

· Group Influences on Behavior and Mental Processes
· Biases, Prejudice, and Discrimination

· Altruism and Aggression

· Interpersonal Attraction
AP Exam and Exam Exemption Information
A major goal of this class is to pass the National AP Exam in May. The fee for the exam is $92. Everyone is expected to take the test.  If you pass it, you’ll probably receive college credit worth a one semesters class (Psy 101).  Different colleges may have different policies regarding AP scores.  During the last nine weeks, we will all study for the National AP Exam and those who aren’t exempt will take an end-of-course final test that is written by Mr. Melhorn. This test will count 25% of your last nine-weeks grade and it will cover material from the entire year.  So one way or another, everyone in my AP class will take a comprehensive and cumulative end-of-course test in May/June.
Exam Overview
The exam is 2 hours long and includes 100 multiple-choice questions and 2 free-response questions. 
	Section
	Question Type
	Number of Questions
	Exam Weighting
	Timing

	I
	Multiple-choice
	100
	66.7%
	70 minutes

	II
	Free-response
	2
	33.3%
	50 minutes

	
	Question 1: Concept Application (7 points)
	
	
	

	
	Question 2: Research Design (7 points)
	
	
	


How Learning is Assessed on the AP Exam
Section 1: Multiple-Choice

· All three skill categories assessed in the multiple-choice section of the AP Exam with the following exam weighting:
	Skill Category
	Exam Weighting

	Skill Category 1: Concept Understanding
	75-80%

	Skill Category 2: Data Analysis 
	8-12 %

	Skill Category 3: Scientific Investigation
	12-16%


Section II: Free-Response
Question 1: Concept Application assesses students’ ability to explain behavior and apply theories and perspectives in authentic contexts. Skill Category 1 is assessed.

Question 2: Research Design assesses students’ ability to analyze psychological research studies, including analyzing and interpreting quantitative data. All three skill categories are assessed, with an emphasis on Skill Category 3.
Exam Exemption
The official HCPS AP Exam exemption policy states that ANYONE who chooses to take the AP Exam must also satisfy the Senior Exam Exemption requirements. If a senior chooses not to take the AP Exam, he/she must still satisfy their regular requirements for Senior Final Exam Exemption. Underclassmen may not be exempt from the Final Exam unless he/she has both sat for the AP Exam and met the Senior Final Exam Exemption requirements.

As a reminder, the HCPS Exam Exemption Policy is as follows:

1. At least an 80 B cumulative average for the course

2. Maintain at least an 80 B average for the 4th marking period.

3. NO more than 10 excused absences during the school year. Religious holidays and school-related absences (field trips, SODA, athletics, documented college visits, etc.) do not count within those absences.

4. Three unexcused tardies to class equals one absence. Six unexcused tardies to school immediately removes eligibility. Six unexcused tardies to an individual class eliminates the student from exam exemption eligibility in class. Six unexcused classes overall eliminate the student from exam exemption eligibility.
5. Any integrity violation which results in disciplinary actions removes the student from eligibility.
I strongly recommend that you purchase the latest edition of Barron’s Guide to AP Psychology.  You can get this online from any major internet bookseller or any major bookstore.  Students should be using this chapter by chapter as a valuable supplement to the textbook. It also has practice AP questions and tests you can take.










Page 6

