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All students must select ONE of the following reading selections: 

Outliers by Malcolm Gladwell 

A Thousand Splendid Suns by Khaled Hosseini 

The Alchemist by Paulo Coelho 

Memoirs of a Geisha by Arthur Golden 

The Other Wes Moore by Wes Moore 

 

 “Henrico County Public Schools strongly encourages parents/guardians to work 

with their children as they choose their summer reading books." 

All of these books may be found in the public library or you may want to purchase a 

copy of each book. 
 

  

Dialectical Journal 
Directions: You will need to keep a dialectical journal covering the ONE novel you 

have chosen. Your responses should be ANALYTICAL not personal. You will need 

to have at least 20 entries. They should be thought provoking and insightful. You 

should construct them using column notes. I have included instructions below.  

WHAT IS IT?            The journal is a double-entry note-taking process done while you 

are reading literature. It provides you with two columns which are 

in dialogue with one another, not only developing a method of 

critical reading, but also encouraging habits of reflective 

questioning.  

HOW IS IT DONE?  You will begin by drawing a line down the middle of your 

notebook paper (or computer), thereby making two columns. The 

left column is used for traditional note forms: direct quotations, 

characters, themes, symbols, motifs, etc.(please include page 

numbers). The right column is used for commenting analytically 

on the left-column notes. As you keep taking notes, you should 

regularly re-read  previous page(s) of notes and comments, 

drawing any new connections in a right-column summary before 

starting another page of note-taking/note making. This means that 

you may be commenting on the same thing various times…each 

time learning more about it.  

Do not summarize the novel in the right hand column. Interpret it!  

 

All journals are due Monday, September 11. 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

Example of Journal 
Atticus, the lawyer, “knew 

his people, they knew him, 

and because of Simon 

Finch’s industry, Atticus was 

related by blood or marriage 

to nearly every 

family in the town” (5). 

 

From To Kill a Mockingbird 

Atticus seems to be a well-respected 

person in Maycomb, and since he is a 

lawyer, he also must be fairly 

intelligent. Maycomb must be a 

relatively small town where everyone 

knows everyone if Atticus is indeed 

related to most of the people. I think 

Atticus most likely will play an 

important role in this book because of 

his position. 

 

 

( This is an example of 

Interpreting and making 

predictions) 
“There was no hurry, for 

there was nowhere to go. . . 

nothing to see outside the 

boundaries of Maycomb 

County. But it was a time of 

vague optimism for some of 

the people: Maycomb 

County 

had recently been told that it 

had nothing to fear but fear 

itself” (7, 8). 

Apparently Maycomb is also a very 

slow, sleepy town that is pretty isolated 

from everything else. 

This seems to be especially true since 

they only have a “vague” notion of 

FDR’s speech (an allusion to the Great 

Depression of the 1930s – must be 

the era in which the story takes place) 

and there is “nothing” outside of 

Maycomb County. I wonder why they 

see the world this way – maybe people 

don’t travel because of the Depression or 

because that’s just not what people did. 

 (Interpreting/AskingQuestion) 

 

 

* I am looking forward to a very challenging, yet exciting year. Have a great 

summer, and remember that these assignments will be a 

representation of you!! 



Journal Rubric 

Mrs. Kramer 12 Honors 
 

Content: 100 pts.   

___ At least 20 entries (20 pts)  

___ Comments are analytical and not a summary of plot/events (20 pts) 

___ A variety of entries/topics are presented (characters, symbols, quotes, 

themes, etc) (15 pts) 

___ Evidence of careful reading and consideration (10 pts) 

___ Comments on right hand column are well developed (one-two 

paragraphs)- not just a couple of sentences. (15 pts) 

___ Comments develop and change throughout reading of novel (10 pts) 

___ Journal is written in Standard English (5 pts) 

___ Journal is free of grammatical errors (5 pts) 



 


